
 

Summer 2018 
 
RE: Clay High School AP Summer Reading Assignment: AP Literature & Composition 

 
Dear Student,  
 
Welcome to AP Senior English! In an effort to get you better prepared for this class and the AP Literature 
and Composition test, I have chosen the following short story for you to read and analyze over the summer: 
“The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin. I truly hope you enjoy this text, which can be found for free 
online. 
 
As preparation for the rigors of the AP senior English curriculum, you will need to read this selection and 
complete the assignment below by Friday, August 17, 2018. Please do not take this assignment lightly; 
failure to complete it will result in your removal from the class.  Feel free to contact me throughout the 
summer with questions or concerns regarding the assignment and/or readings. My email is: 
dchristopher@sbcsc.k12.in.us. You  may submit your essay early throughout the summer via email or 
Google classroom (once I invite you); otherwise, you must submit it via email/Google classroom before the 
beginning of class on Friday, August 17, or you can print it out and submit it in person at the beginning of 
class on the 17th. 
 
You are to write a typed (Times New Roman 12 point font), double spaced essay between 1 ½ and 2 
pages (please do not exceed 2 pages), discussing this prompt*:  
 
Carefully read the short story. The story focuses on how the main character responds to the news she 
receives...at two different junctures. The story is often used in feminist studies. In a well-organized essay, 
distinguish between the different tones presented in the text and discuss the techniques used to present these 
tones. You may want to consider imagery (what pictures are presented in your mind as you read it that 
illustrate a tone?), diction (what words does the author use to show you the tone is different?), and irony 
(what does author say and/or what does the character do that is opposite to what we expect or to what is 
intended?)  Use specific textual references as support for your argument. **Hint: the tone may switch more 
than once - we call these “turns.”** 
 

● Use proper essay format: an introduction that introduces the work by providing a brief (1-2 
sentence) plot summary of the text; your intro also needs to have a thesis as the last sentence of 
your first paragraph, where you tell of the theme you are writing about. A good formula for 
writing an intro paragraph is: Intro = attention getter + background/plot summary + thesis. 

 
● Provide adequate body paragraphs with textual support. Use quoted passages (no more than 30 

words each) from the text to support your argument. 
 

● Re-state your thesis in the conclusion. Following this re-statement you need to provide a summary 
of each of your body paragraphs of no more than a sentence per paragraph. 

 
● Use MLA formatting and style for your paper. If you need help with this, you can refer to the 

website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/.  
 

o All quoted passages need to be in quotation marks with a citation after them that includes 
the author’s last name and page number → “They don't bother not talking out loud about 
their hate secrets when I'm nearby because they think I'm deaf and dumb” (Kesey 29). ← 
note the period comes AFTER the citation, not before.  
 

o If you read the texts online, you will not need to provide a page # in parentheses. 
 

● Proofread. You will be marked down for punctuation and grammar. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/


 

 
● Grading - see back/next page for the rubric I will use to grade your essay. 

 
*This is a writing prompt modeled after an actual AP Lit essay question (a Free Response Question or 
FRQ, which is just another way of saying essay). Do your best! I am NOT expecting perfection, obviously, 
on this assignment. I will look more towards your effort - did you even attempt to address the parts of the 
prompt? If you did, you will be fine. We will then use this piece of writing to rewrite as we proceed 
through the first quarter.  
 
 
 

Excellent Effective Getting There Struggling 

 
 

Content 

Author shows complete 
understanding of the text, 
with keen examples 
showing literary insight. 

Author shows good 
knowledge of the work, 
with examples almost 
clearly indicating that 
knowledge. 
 
 

Author struggles to show 
understanding of the text 
and examples don’t show 
literary insight.  
 
 

Author fails to show 
understanding of the 
work and the examples 
are very weak or 
nonexistent. 
 

 
 
Synthesis 

Author seamlessly blends 
all arguments together in a 
coherent, focused, and 
engaging essay. Essay is 
complete with many 
transitions that move the 
argument along. 

Author transitions well 
throughout the essay and 
writes in a mostly focused 
and engaging fashion. 
 
 

Author struggles to blend 
various works together in 
the essay. Work is choppy 
with little fluidity between 
ideas. 
 
 
 

Author fails to bring 
works together. 
Transitions are almost 
nonexistent. 
 
 
 

 
Sentence 
Structure 

Author shows mastery over 
sentence structure, working 
to consistently engage with 
creative, and a worthwhile 
mix of sentence types. 

Author shows good use of 
sentence structure, often 
mixing up sentence 
structure and style. 
 
 
 

Author shows little 
variation in sentence 
structure. The essays are 
bland and not engaging. 
 
 
 

Author shows no 
variation in sentence 
structure. 
 
 
 
 

Grammar 
and 

Mechanics 
 

Author has little to no 
errors in grammar, 
mechanics or spelling. 

Author writes an essay with 
few errors in grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling. 

Errors in grammar, 
mechanics, and spelling are 
distracting. 

Essay is ripe with 
errors. 
 

 
 
Please read the text and give your analysis some thought before writing your essay. We, as critical readers, 
can garner much through analysis, regardless of the length of the texts, which is why I have chosen just one 
short story this year. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns whatsoever, please e-mail me. I look forward to getting to know you 
this upcoming year and to guiding you through the rigors of AP Literature! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dianna Christopher 
dchristopher@sbcsc.k12.in.us 


